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INDICATORS

Your car's tires have wear indicators
molded into the tread. When the
tread wears down to that point, you
will see a 12.7 mm (1/2 inch) wide
band running across the tread. This
shows there is less than 1.6 mm
(1/16 inch) oftread left on the tire. A
tire that is this worn gives very little
traction on wet roads. You should
replace the tire ifyou can see the
tread wear indicator in three or more
places around the tire.

Maintenance

In addition to proper inflation, correct
wheel alignment helps to decrease
tire wear. You should get your car's
wheel alignment checked every 12
months or 24,000 km (15,000 miles).

The tires were properly balanced by
the factory. They may need to be
rebalanced at some time before they
are worn out. Have your dealer check
the tires if you feel a consistent
vibration while driving. A tire should
always be rebalanced if it is removed
from the wheel for repair.

Make sure the installer balances the
wheels when you have new tires
installed. This increases riding
comfort and tire life.

NOTICE

Improper wheel weights can damage
your car's aluminum wheels. Use
only genuine Acura wheel weights
for balancing.

Tire Rotation

To help increase tire life and distrib-
ute wear more evenly, you should
have the tires rotated every

12,000 km (7,500 miles). Move the
tires to the positions shown in the
chart each time they are rotated.

CONTINUED

Maintenance 179



| Main Menu | |

Table of Contents

Tires

<[]

Replacing Tires

The tires that came with your Acura
were selected to match the perform-
ance capabilities of the car and
provide the best combination of
handling, ride comfort, and long life.
You should replace them with radial
tires of the same size, load range, and
speed rating. Mixing radial and bias-
ply or bias-belted tires on your car
can reduce its braking ability, trac-
tion, and steering accuracy.

It is best to replace all four tires at
the same time. Ifthat is not possible
or necessary, then replace the two
front tires or the two rear tires as a
pair. Replacing just one tire can seri-
ously affect your car's handling.
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If you ever need to replace a wheel,
make sure you use the same alumi-
num alloy wheel that originally came
onyour Acura. Replacement wheels
are available at your Acura dealer.

Wheels and Tires
Wheel Sizes: 15x 6 1/2JJ

Tire Sizes: 205/60R15 91V

DOT Tire Quality Grading

(US Cars)

The tires on your car meet all U.S.
Federal Safety Requirements. All
tires are also graded for treadwear,
traction, and temperature perform-
ance according to Department of
Transportation (DOT) standards.
The following explains these gracl-
ings.

Treadwear

The treadwear grade is a comparative
rating based on the wear rate of the
tire when tested under controlled
conditions on a specified government
test course. For example, a tire
graded 150 would wear one and one
half (1-1/2) times as well on the
government course as a tire graded
100. The relative performance of tires
depends upon the actual conditions
of their use, however, and may depart
significantly from the norm due to
variations in driving habits, service
practices and differences in road
characteristics and climate.
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Traction

The traction grades, from highest to
lowest, are A, B, and C, and they
represent the tire's ability to stop on
wet pavement as measured under
controlled conditions on specified
government test surfaces of asphalt
and concrete. Atire marked C may
have poor traction performance.

Warning: The traction grade as-
signed to this tire is based on braking
(straight ahead) traction tests and
does not include cornering (turning)
traction.

Temperature

The temperature grades are A (the
highest), B, and C, representing the
tire's resistance to the generation of
heat and its ability to dissipate heat
when tested under controlled
conditions on a specified indoor
laboratory test wheel. Sustained high
temperature can cause the material
of the tire to degenerate and reduce
tire life, and excessive temperature
can lead to sudden tire failure. The
grade C corresponds to a level of
performance which all passenger car
tires must meet under the Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No.
109. Grades B and A represent
higher levels of performance on the
laboratory test wheel than the
minimum required by law.

Warning: The temperature grade for
this tire is established for a tire that is
properly inflated and not overloaded.
Excessive speed, underinflation, or
excessive loading, either separately
or in combination, can cause heat
build-up and possible tire failure.

CONTINUED
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Winter Driving

Tires that are-marked "M+S" or "All
Season" on the sidewall have an all-
weather tread design. They should
be suitable for most winter driving
conditions. Tires without these
markings are designed for optimum
traction in dry conditions. They may
not provide adequate performance in
winter driving.

For the best performance in snowy or
icy conditions, you should install
snow tires or tire chains. They may
be required by local laws under
certain conditions.

Snow Tires

If you mount snow tires on your
Acura, make sure they are radial tires
of the same size and load range as
the original tires. Mount snow tires
on all four wheels to balance your
car's handling in all weather condi-
tions. Keep in mind the traction
provided by snow tires on dry roads
may nhot be as high as your car's
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original-equipment tires. You should
drive cautiously even when the roads
are clear. Check with the tire dealer
for maximum speed recommenda-
tions.

Tire Chains

Mount snow chains on your car when
warranted by driving conditions or
required by local laws. Make sure the
chains are the correct size for your
tires. Install them only on the front
tires. If metal chains are used, they
must be SAE class "S." Cable type
traction devices can also be used.
Consult your Acura dealer before
buying any type of tire chains.

When installing chains, follow the
manufacturer's instructions and
mount them as tightly as you can.
Drive slowly with chains installed. If
you hear the chains contacting the
body or chassis, stop and tighten
them. If they still make contact, slow
down until it stops. Remove the
chains as soon as you begin driving
on cleared roads.

NOTICE

Chains of the wrong size or that are
improperly installed can damage
your car's brake lines, suspension,
body, and wheels. Stop driving ifyou
hear the chains hitting any part of the
car.
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